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Words of welcome
We would like to welcome you
to the Bucharest Forum on NBS.
This Forum gathers 150 experts
from all over Europe to explore
the opportunities of NatureBased Solutions (NBS).
The Bucharest Forum on NBS
has been organised by the
partners of the ThinkNature
project. The ThinkNature project
is part of Horizon 2020, the
EU Framework Programme for
Research and Innovation.
In order to achieve more
sustainable and resilient
societies, Nature-Based
Solutions are an important
topic on the EU Research and
Innovation policy agenda.
The objective of the ThinkNature
project is the development
of a platform that supports
the understanding and the
promotion of Nature-Based
Solutions (NBS).

NBS are defined by the EU as
solutions that are ‘inspired and
supported by nature, which are
cost-effective, simultaneously
provide environmental, social
and economic benefits and help
build resilience. Such solutions
bring more, and more diverse,
nature and natural features and
processes into cities, landscapes
and seascapes, through locally
adapted, resource-efficient and
systemic interventions’
(source: The EU Research and
Innovation policy agenda on
Nature-Based Solutions).
After preceding Forums in
A Coruna and Paris, this Forum
will pay special attention on how
to implement NBS in
East-European cities.
We sincerely hope you’ll have an
inspiring event and travel back
home with renewed energy
to use the benefits of NBS in
your city!
The ThinkNature team
www.think-nature.eu
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Transportation
The event venue is at walking
distance from Old Town and
major tourist area’s (10 min.).
The nearest public transport
to the venue are the subway
stations Universitate and Izvor
(both ca. 10 min walking).
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To get to the airport we
advise to use a taxi. Popular
apps are Uber, Bolt or Yango.
Local taxi companies can be
ordered through SpeedTaxi and
CleverTaxi (apps available in the
App-store).

Venue
Mezanin Palatul Universul,
Corp B (Building B), Strada
Ion Brezoianu 23-25, București
030167, Romania.
The Forum will take place in
the Palatul Universul. It is a
former newspaper printing
factory, transformed in 2016.
It houses a theatre, creative
offices, boutique shops and
bars. The event will take place
in the rooms ‘Mezanin’ and the
botanical bar ‘FIX’.

7

Restaurants
Late autumn is the perfect time
to explore the restaurant scene
of Bucharest, with its many
beerhouses and gardens.
Most restaurants can be found
in Old Town, also called Lipscani
after the main street that crosses
the area. The area features many
traditional restaurants which
serve large dishes for low prices.

The city combines classical
architecture with communist
slabs and derelict buildings. In
the fringes many grassroots
initiatives can be found new cocktailbars, organic
food concepts and oriental
restaurants. We invite you to
explore the city and enjoy its
diverse food culture.

VanFruct Campineanu
Strada Ion Câmpineanu 21

The Urbanist
Strada Caldarari 3

Tiny bar 3 min. walking from the
venue to grab a fresh juice or a
good coffee.

A combination of a fashion store
with coffee, cocktails and food.
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Linea Closer to the moon
Calea Victoriei 17

Caru’ cu Bere
Strada Stavropoleos 3-5

The go-to rooftop bar of
Bucharest.

One of Bucharest’ oldest
beerhouses and traditional
restaurants.

Curtea Berarilor
Strada Selari 9-11

Journey Pub
Strada George Enescu 25

Tradional Romanian tavern with
large dishes and lots of beer.

This pub is an ode to travelling
and features a large covered
garden.

9

Field trips

We have selected three
interesting field trips, if you
like to explore the city and
its urban nature.
The excursions are scheduled
at the end of the first day of
the Forum from 17.00 - 18.30.
You can indicate your
preference at the registration
tables.
The excursions have
maximum 40 participants
each.
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Field trip (A)
Bucharest Historic City Center
(90 min)
The trip focuses on the history
and development of Bucharest
as the capital city of Romania,
taking the participants alongside
a route filled with some of the
most symbolic and historical
landmarks and buildings of
Bucharest, such as: Casa Capsa
and Grand Hotel du Boulevard,
National Theater, University and
Revolution Square, Lipscani
and French Streets, Manuc Inn,
Churches, Museums.

Field trip (B)
Urban nature of Bucharest
(90 min)

Field trip (C)
Vacarești Nature Park
(90 min)

The trip takes participants
through some of the elements
characterizing the urban nature
of Bucharest, focusing on green
spaces of different types, sizes
and uses (Cismigiu Garden,
Izvor Park, Eroilor Park, Operei
Park) and blue spaces which
are underused in Bucharest
(Dambovita river and its
waterfront, Cismigiu Lake).

Vacaresti is the first urban
protected area in Romania.
Developed when nature took
over after the abandonment
of a communist project for
constructing a lake, the area is
now a biodiversity hotspot at
city level including species of
particular conservation interest.
The management activities are
just beginning and intensive
researches are made in an effort
to understand and demonstrate
the benefits such a space brings
to Bucharest.
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Program
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Wednesday 2nd October
8.15 – 9.00

Registration and welcome with coffee

9.00 - 10.30

[Mezanin] Plenary Session
Words of welcome by
• Mihai-Răzvan Nită (University of Bucharest)
• Nikolaos Nikolaidis (Technical University of Crete)
• Josefina Enfedaque (European Commission)

Keynote lecture by Oana Bogdan
(Bogdan & Van Broeck Architects)
			
10.30 - 11.00
[Mezanin + FIX] Coffee break
11.00 - 12.30

[Mezanin] Parallel session 1. Case Studies across
Central and Eastern Europe.
Juraj Jurik (Global Infrastructure Basel), Florentina
Nanu (Business Development Group), Maria
Kazmuková, (Department of Environment of Prague
City Hall), Cristian Ioja (University of Bucharest
and Society for Urban Ecology) and Martin Hakel,
(Department of Strategy and Regional Development,
Bratislava Region)
[FIX] Parallel session 2. How to implement NBS in
the city? Policies, strategies & governance
Sara Van Rompaey (E2ARC), Eleni Hatziyanni
(Region of Crete), Klaus Birthler (Center for the built
environment Mures County, Romania) and Păunita
Boanca (ASOP)
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12.30 - 13.30

[FIX] Lunch

13.30 - 15.00

[Mezanin] Parallel session 3. Technical and practical
aspects of NBS in urban areas
Giorgos Somarakis, Nektarios Chrysoulakis
(FORTH), Paulo Palha (ANCV Green Roofs), Bente
de Vries (Ecoshape), Dimitra Theochari (MSB
Landschaftsarchitekten) and Israa Mahmoud
(Politecnico of Milan)
[FIX] Parallel session 4. NBS Urban Rivers
Claudiu Forgaci (TU Delft, AMS), Cristian Tetelea
(Invisible Nature), Joao Cortesao (Wageningen
University) and Ellen Fetzer (HfWU NürtingenGeislingen)

15.00 - 15.30

[Mezanin + FIX] Coffee break

15.30 - 17.00

[Mezanin] Plenary lecture and discussion on
Horizon Europe, the next EU research program.
Moderated by Josefina Enfedaque
(European Commission)

17.00 - 18.30

Three Field trips:
(1) Guided walk city center
(2) Urban nature of Bucharest
(3) Vacaresti Natural Urban Park
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Thursday 3rd October
8.15 – 9.00

Registration and welcome with coffee

9.00 - 10.30
[Mezanin] Plenary Session
		
Keynote lecture by Oshani Perera (IISD)

10.30 - 11.00
11.00 - 12.30

Keynote lecture by Andrew Brown
(University of Leeds)
				
[Mezanin + FIX] Coffee break
[Mezanin] Parallel session 5. Capacity building
and Promotion of NBS
Denia Kolokotsa (TUC), Giorgios Somarakis
(FORTH), Erik Mink (Euda), Susanna Lehvavirta
(University of Helsinki) and Nikos Nikolaidis (TUC)
[FIX] Parallel session 6. Market potential for
international synergies
Steve Banwart (University of Leeds), Peter de
Ruiter (University of Amsterdam), Lesley Green
(Environmental Humanities South) and Joao Suplicy
(Panamerican Federations of Architects Asociations)

12.30 - 13.30
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[FIX] Lunch

13.30 - 15.00

[Mezanin] Parallel session 3. Case Studies of
NBS business models
Natasha Mortimer (University of Leeds), Beatriz
Major (IIASA), Benedetta Lucchitta (Università
Bocconi), Neil Coles (Verdant Earth) and Manolis
Tyllianakis (University of Leeds)
[FIX] Parallel session 4. Communities of innovation
for Assurance of NBS schemes
Elena Lopez Gunn (ICATALIST), Alexandru Matei
(ICLEI), Kinga Krauze (ERCE), Albert Scrieciu
(Geoecomar) and Julian Swinkels (Climate KIC)

15.00 - 15.30

[Mezanin + FIX] Coffee break

15.30 - 17.00

[Mezanin] Plenary conclusion
Keynote lecture by Violeta Alexandru
(President PNL Bucureşti)
Panel discussion
NBS Award ceremony

17.00 - 18.00

[FIX] Drinks

17

18

Nature-based
solutions
are about
building with
nature
instead of
building in
nature
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This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme, Call H2020-SC5-2016-2017 Greening
the economy, under grant agreement No 730338.
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