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The ThinkNature platform
The ThinkNature platform is an integrated
multi-stakeholder web solution designed
to stir dialogue and interaction on NBS
through discussion forums and debates in
order to identify regulatory, economic and
technical barriers and to communicate and
promote successful NBS (https://platform.
think-nature.eu/). The platform has private
and publicly accessible sections.
The
public section of the platform is the NBS
Knowledge Hub which includes:
• NBS projects – a one place stop linking
to NBS project sites and platforms
• Case studies – a hub where one can
explore exemplary NBS case studies
worldwide and
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• Resources – a knowledge repository for
online resources on NBS state-of-the-art
practise.

Overview
Humanity’s impact on the planet is becoming
increasingly global in character. As we
transition into the Anthropocene Era, we
approach natural limits and planetary
boundaries beyond which the planetary
ecological cycles and environmental processes
destabilise, leading to the significant erosion of
Earth’s resilience, and reducing its capacity for
self-repair and mitigation of human activities.
Humanity is in urgent need of identifying
promising solutions to global challenges
linked to climate change, sustainable energy,
food security, and economic and social
development. Nature-based Solutions (NBS)
are living solutions inspired and supported
by nature that simultaneously provide
environmental, social and economic benefits
and help to build resilience. NBS bring more
nature and natural features and processes
into cities, landscapes and seascapes, through
locally adapted, resource-efficient and
systemic interventions.
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ThinkNature is an H2020 Coordination
Support Action project designed to coordinate
and support the uptake of nature-based
solutions, therefore contributing towards
the European Commission's double goal of
economic growth and sustainability. It aims
to synthesise evidence to support the science
and business case of NBS, showing that they
are cost-effective, simultaneously provide
environmental, social, and economic benefits,
and help build resilience.

The private section of the platform is used
to foster the dialogue on issues related to
NBS, stakeholder networking and has the
capability of hosting sections with restricted
access. The user has all the necessary
functionalities to share documents, tasks
and events. The users are encouraged
to participate in online brainstorming
forums and debates and enhance their
knowledge of NBS. The networking hub
brings together multi-disciplinary NBS
expertise. More than 689 users have been
registered on the platform. The platform
also hosts the ‘Task Forces’ section used
for the EU NBS demonstration projects
clustering activities on data management,
impact evaluation framework, governance,

business models and financial mechanisms
and communication. The platform is widely
accessed by NBS stakeholders and has
more than 1,500 unique visits on a monthly
basis.

Stakeholder engagement
The ThinkNature strategy for stakeholder
engagement has a three-prong approach:
1. Establishment
of
the
regional
stakeholder networks – Four regional
‘think and do’ tanks covering the
Mediterranean, Oceanic, Temperate
Continental and Northern Temperate
regions have been established with
their respective networks of local
representatives. The role of the regional
‘think and do’ tanks is to influence policy
ideas and decisions concerning NBS
as well as provide new ideas on how
to tackle regional problems. The local
representatives participate by providing
input concerning NBS technologies,
market aspects, policy and regulatory
framework. Their role is to make sure
ThinkNature has a right focus in the
respective regions in order to have the
strongest possible impact towards NBS
uptake.
2. Brainstorming forums – ThinkNature
organised two brainstorming forums to
engage stakeholders in the uptake of
NBS at the regional and local levels. The
first brainstorming forum took place on
16–18 May 2018 in a Coruña. It was coorganised with the project Connecting
Nature and it was titled Transforming
Cities, Enhancing Well-Being: Innovating

ThinkNature exploitable
results
The main objective of ThinkNature is
the development of a multi-stakeholder
communication platform that supports the
understanding and promotion of NBS at a
local, regional, EU and international level.
The ThinkNature platform brings together
multi-disciplinary scientific expertise, policy,
business and society, as well as citizens.

Figure 1. Platform homepage
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with Nature-based Solutions. The
forum was a critical ThinkNature event
that addressed the two priority areas,
Sustainable Urbanisation in Cities and
Restoration of Degraded Ecosystems.
The second brainstorming forum was
the Paris Forum on NBS - Addressing
major societal challenges: Climate change
adaptation-mitigation, risk management
and resilience. It was co-organised by
the City of Paris and ThinkNature and
took place in Paris on 4-5 of April 2019.
The presentations are available on the
ThinkNature platform at https://platform.
think-nature.eu/nbs-knowledge-hub/
paris-nbs-forum-presentations.
The results of the two forums have been
synthesised in six ThinkNature reports that
are available online at https://platform.
think-nature.eu/project-deliverables
(reports D4.1 through D4.6). More than
300 stakeholders participated in the two
forums and dialogue steering sessions
have identified typical barriers impeding
the implementation of NBS, knowledge
gaps and financial and governance
roadblocks that need to be overcome to
have successful NBS uptake. The two
forums made a significant contribution
to the science-policy-business-society
multi-stakeholder dialogue on NBS.
3. Barrier landscape and policy analysis ThinkNature aimed to develop strategies
to overcome existing barriers and
decision-making hierarchy coupled with
the engagement of local stakeholders in
addressing NBS as part of EU, regional and
local strategies. It carried out technical,
market, legislative and policy landscape
assessment to identify the factors that
discourage large scale NBS ‘deployment’.
A variety of methodologies such as
questionnaires and structured interviews,
literature reviews and dialogue with the
stakeholders both at the two forums
and on the platform were deployed
and analysed to identify the barriers
for the successful implementation of
NBS. The results have been synthesised
in four ThinkNature deliverables that
are available online at https://platform.
think-nature.eu/project-deliverables
(reports D5.1 through D5.4). Through
the forums and debates, users' needs,
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market potential and potential barriers
have been identified and this information
is contributing to the development a
coherent strategy for the promotion of a
sustainable market on NBS and ways to
overcome the barriers.

of NBS. The ThinkNature handbook is
available at https://platform.think-nature.
eu/system/files/thinknature_handbook_
final_print_0.pdf

NBS Capacity Building
The ThinkNature strategy for Capacity
Building on NBS followed a six-prong
approach:
1. Development of the NBS case study
portfolio - The user can explore
exemplary NBS case studies worldwide
(https://platform.think-nature.eu/casestudies). All case studies are using the
newly developed ThinkNature case
study template that contains significant
information on the design, description
and impact of the NBS. Currently we are
hosting 111 NBS case studies on the
platform. All case studies are geolocated
and displayed on a map where the user can
refine their search on a specific area. Also,
the included case studies were classified
based on the a) degree of intervention/
level and type of engineering, b) used
approaches, c) addressed challenges, and
d) provided ecosystem services. Finally,
the completeness and usefulness of the
available case study information was
assessed using specific quality indices
concerning the case study template,
planning, implementation and impact
information. The results are available
online at https://platform.think-nature.
eu/project-deliverables (report D6.1)

Figure 3. The ThinkNature handbook on NBS

2. The ThinkNature handbook on NBS The main objective of this handbook is
to gather and promote state-of-the-art
knowledge regarding NBS, comprising
a comprehensive guide to all relevant
actors. To this end, each aspect of NBS is
investigated, from project development
to financing and policymaking, and is
presented in a concise and comprehensive
way, in order to be easily understood. The
handbook is highly recommended to all
stakeholder groups that use NBS in their
work, but it can also be useful for other
organisations and individuals that can
comprise potential NBS stakeholders.
Additionally,
many
chapters
can
contribute to increasing public awareness

3. Expert interview videos - The
ThinkNature project organised a series of
short video interviews with conference
participants during the H2020 Clustering
Action Transforming Cities, Enhancing
Well-being: innovating with naturebased solutions. The interviewees are
NBS experts with different backgrounds
and expertise (policymakers, market
actors, scientists, end-users/authorities),
providing a range of perspectives and
different insights into the present and
the future of NBS. These interviews are
available at https://platform.think-nature.
eu/nbs-knowledge-hub/interviews
4. ThinkNature webinars – ThinkNature
organised a series of four webinars
between January and June of 2019 that
introduced and covered several aspects of
NBS to a wide audience. The objectives of
the webinar series were to raise awareness
and understanding of the concept of NBS
and to support and promote knowledge
on multiple aspects of NBS design and
implementation. The webinars covered
a wide range of NBS aspects regarding
design and implementation, they were
1) NBS: Concept, Practices and Benefits,
2) Technology and Practice of NBS, 3)
Financing and Business Models for NBS,
and 4) Governance Models for NBS:
Policies, Strategies and Decision-Making
Mechanisms. Resources of ThinkNature
webinar series such as presentations,
recordings and results from polls are
available online at https://platform.thinknature.eu/content/thinknature-webinars
5. ThinkNature Summer School – The
ThinkNature project organised a weeklong, hands-on summer school focused
on NBS. The training program consisted
of two days of inspirational talks and
discussions covering the following topics:
• Introduction to NBS
• Classification of NBS and multiple
and multiscale benefits
• Knowledge base and emerging
innovative NBS
• Transferability and upscaling of NBS
• Impact evaluation framework

Figure 2. NBS case study portfolio

www.europeandissemination.eu

8

• Financing and business models
• Policy and decision-making
mechanisms
• Future perspectives
Participants are also introduced to two
case studies on urban regeneration and
ecosystem restoration through a long field
trip in the city of Chania and at the Koiliaris
Critical Zone Observatory and two days of
hands-on training. The training consisted
of ‘hands-on, co-design workshops’ that
included training on tools for the design
of the NBS, identifying their benefits and
co-benefits, including stakeholders for
co-design of alternatives, and evaluation
of the impacts, and overcoming the
barriers. All material developed for the
summer school is available online at
https://platform.think-nature.eu/content/
thinknature-summer-school
6. Game – ThinkNature project developed
a game as part of demonstrators; which
serve as introductory, explanatory
and dissemination material towards
all interested parties. In the game, the
player takes on the role of the mayor
of ‘Greentown’ and must tackle the big
environmental challenges faced by the
city. The player must use nature itself
to tackle the problems of the city’s
unsustainable
growth.
Throughout
the game, the player is introduced to
different NBS and how each of these can
contribute to the support and protection
of a city. The game is online and playable
at http://game.think-nature.eu/

Figure 4.
The ThinkNature game

The business case for NBS
Implementation of NBS across urban and
rural landscapes requires development of
an infrastructure business case, inclusive
of the complexity of living and ecosystem
components of system functioning and

performance, while delivering the required
‘triple bottom line’ for economic, social and
environmental benefits. The ThinkNature
project developed the SITE4NBS and
RISE4NBS methodologies that together
illustrate a strategic process framework used
for identifying the key elements of a project
needed to develop an NBS business case
and highlight the case-specific data needs,
and includes, Risk Analysis, Investment
Options,
Stakeholder
Collaboration,
and Environmental and Socio-Economic
benefits, RISE4NBS. The presented finance
mechanisms, business case development
framework, business model canvas (BMC)
and cost-benefit analysis (CBA) methods are
used in tandem to identify the key elements
for building project-specific business
cases. The methodology addresses several
challenges including a paucity of existing
data on NBS performance assessment
compared to traditional solutions; the need
for a much greater range of disciplinary
expertise and a wider mix of stakeholders
in option selection, design, implementation
and maintenance; and the need to consider
the novel methods of financing due to
perceived investment risks as determined
traditionally by metrics such as the expected
return on investment. The business case
for NBS methodology is available online
https://platform.think-nature.eu/projectdeliverables (report D7.2).
ThinkNature has established a list of 126
international partners and organisations
for potential synergy to promote NBS
dialogue and create market synergies for
Europe. A significant number of activities
are underway to facilitate the development
of a global market in NbS. A global marketoriented research and innovation policy
agenda for NBS will be formulated.

SUMMARY
ThinkNature is a Coordination Support
Action that promotes the uptake of naturebased solutions, contributing towards
the European Commission's double goal
of economic growth and sustainability.
The ThinkNature platform is a multistakeholder communication platform
that supports the understanding and
promotion of nature-based solutions and
brings together multi-disciplinary scientific
expertise, policy, business and society.

PROJECT LEAD PROFILES
The Technical University of Crete is a
small, young and dynamic university with
a clear mission to expand knowledge to
benefit society through the pursuit of
scientific excellence. Faculty and staff with
international academic careers testify to
the high quality of research. The Technical
University of Crete has been ranked among
the most prominent research institutions
in Greece.

PROJECT PARTNERS
Avon Wildlife Trust (UK), BiodivERsA
(France), Book on a Tree (UK), CNR ISAC
(Italy), CSTB (France), ECTP (Belgium),
E2ARC (Belgium), European Dredging
Association (Belgium), Foundation for
Research and Technology - Hellas (Greece),
Global Infrastructure Basel Foundation,
(Switzerland), ISOCARP (The Netherlands),
KRITI (Greece), OPPLA (The Netherlands),
Technical University of Crete (Greece),
University of Helsinki (Finland), University
of Leeds (UK)

CONTACT DETAILS

ThinkNature has established continuous
dialogue and interaction on NBS to:
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Greece

• steer dialogue and debates on issues
related to NBS
• identify, communicate and promote
successful NBS
• identify regulatory, economic and
technical barriers
• foster collaboration at local, regional,
national and EU levels
• develop synergy with other projects
on NBS.
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